4i2      ST. AUGUSTINK AND HIS AGK
CHAPTKR XVII
ni-NKn   TERMINATION
THKRK arc few instances in ecclesiastical histc of so vast and impressive a work being acco pltshed by one man as that which August! achieved in the Church of Africa, but there ; fewer still where the work has tumbled into ru before its creator's eyes. That was the s-fortune of Augustine in his closing year. At i very moment when he was completing his rout the enemies of the Church refuting the here of the Goths ; when Maniehecism and Donati: were almost extinct and Pelugianism was in agony ; when the African Church was attaini a supreme and worthy distinction among t provinces of Christendom; the army of t Vandals was pouring across the Straits of llercul and the flames of burning temples leaped into t heavens. Whilst Augustine laboured steadily his final and comprehensive destruction of theard that the Arians were boasting at Carthage of a victory, so he returned to the contest with great vigour in two books .s/g(iinst jRftiximitttis. I have already related a somewhat similar experience with Count Paseentius, another Arian.  to Hippo  by the   a mander, Sigisvult.    Here the Arian encounte^umtn»!'fnlnitu tniifnjtiriiitt stthsiei'iiitttr' | </,/ < unfit tfisJttm iManii /itt»i'iifn ft»< Aririttiittn |, ' inJit'tt-vit' A cci inli'tij1; d« Attj'.usfinr, thr l.itrj Mami'ljr.mi lirld that the clrinciils of light urn- l.u);r!y iui}iiiMiiirtl in irtrtittf itniwiilit atul lliry tri'tainly held tliat lijr.ht wa>, rrlf.i-.nl f'rtim anyfliiiif, wlirn it wa^ t-atcn by tin1 t'li-t't. I'liat wa*. a y,«nnl inunilarum tor « Ic^ciul, at leant.              51
